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THE 


Giles Firmin, 


IQ. I1ME 
Vain and Unprofitable Queſtion put to him, 


In his Book, Entituled, 


The INFANTS ADVOCATE: 
VIZ. 
Whether the greate$t Part of Dying Infants 
ſhall be Danmed ? 


Which Advocate, while he ſhuts all Infants out of the 
Viſible Church, and denies them Baptiſm, opens Heaven to 
all Dying Infants, juſtifying thoſe of his Party, whoadmitr 
them all as he doth, into Heaven without Regeneration. 


The Preface may be very Uſeful for the Children of Godly Parents. 


Yuo loco, ill:d prefandum eſſe videtur, Miſertcordiam noſtram trga parnulos 
jam defunftos, nibil tis prodeſſe, & contra nihil eiſdem obeſſe, ſententie nq- 
ſtre ſeveritatem : multum autem nobis obeſſe , ſi ob inutilem Miſtricordiam 
rrga defunftos, pertinaciter aliquid contra Scriptaras aut Eccliſiam de- 
fendamus. Id circo non affeftum quendam himanum, quo plerique moveri 
ſolent, ſed ©cripture, Conciliorum, & Patrum Sententiam conſulere debe- 
Mus. Bellar. Pref. Tos 4. p. 145. 4+ 


2 Epheſ. 3- And were by Nature Children of Wrath, even as others, 
3 Job.3. 5. Except a Man be born again,he cannor ſee the Kingdom of God, 
12 Heb. 14. Follow ——Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee God. 
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Vain and Unprofitable Queſtion put to him, | 
and Charged upon him by Mr. GRANTHAM, | 
In his Book, Entituled, 


The INFANTS ADVOCATE: 


VIZ. 


» Whether the greate$# Part of Dying Infants 
ſhall be Damned ? 


Which Advocate, while he ſhuts all Infants out of the 
Viſible Church, and denies them Baptiſm, opens Heaven to 
all Dying Infants, juſtifying thoſe of his Party, who admit 
them all as he doth, into Heaven without Regeneration. 


The Preface may be wery Uſeful for the Children of Godly Parents: 
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Duo loco, illud prefandum eſſe videtur, Miſertcordiam noſtram erga parnulos 
| jam defunftos, mil tis prodeſſe, & contra nibil eiſdem obeſſe, ſintentie no- 
ſtre ſeveritatem : multum autem nobis obeſſe , ſi ob inutilem Miſericordiam 
erga defunftos, pertinaciter aliquid contra Seripturas aut Eccleſiam de- | 
fendamus. Id circo non affeftum quendam humanum, quo plerique mover | 
ſolent, ſed Seripture, Conciliorum, & Patrum Sententiam conſulere debe- 
mus. Bellar. Praf. Tos 4. p. 145. 4 | 


' 2 Epheſ. 3. And were by Nature Children of Wrath, even as others, | 
3 Joh-3. 5. _— a Nan be born again,he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
12 Heb. 14. Follow-—-Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall fee God. | 
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THE 


ANSWER 


TO HIS 


PREFACE. 


HE Preface is more conſiderable than his whole Book, 

- here being mr in of yrs paging wg han cory 

I ir he juſtifies himſelf in his ſcoffing at me, experi- 

ence I have found of rhe benetir rat and — 

priſmal Covenant when an Infant. Ler the Reader rake ir ſhortly 
thus : . 


The Covenant I mention is, as I Gid, that Covenant which God 
made with our Father Abraham, and hs Seed, 17 Gen. 7. which Co» — 
venant holds * ſtill with Believers and their Seed, and ſhall bold {o long » x pau 
as there are Believers in Chriſt [ Abraham's Seed, 3 Gal. 29. ] upon him fs 
Earth ; unleſs the Anabapriſts can ſhew us where God hath expreſly Scriptures 
\ Repealed that Covenant, as he hath done other Covenants. To which wyrovele, 


I have goes t. bur he nor 
My Father then being a Son [as my Mother a Daughter] of 4br4- 91e on the 
ham, this Gs cas down 0 dis trad He could plead this Co- ny 
venant for us ; and when I came to Underftanding, I did plead ir ? —_— 
for my ſelf. Here was a Price in my Hand, and 1 refolyed to improve 58 g —_ 
i. ,Beſides this Covenant, I read other Promiſes made to the Seed of } prov, 
Parents, as 20 Exod. 6. 3o Dent; 6. 112 Pſal. 2. 20 Prov. 7. 16. 
43 I/s. 3. &. The Spirit of God did .not infpire theſe Penmen to | 
write theſe Promiſes ro fill up Paper, that we. ſhould only read them, [| Nos voln- 
and not make uſe of them : ler Children of ſuch Parents look to this. mn iſle 
Theſe Promiſes, this Covenant, I believed, I highly prized, I begg'd jj 1.7406” 
the fulfilling of them many _—_ willing { to have — ouſt, 
p ; 
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God ro be my God, as he was Hs, and my Fathers God, and I 
willing to be Hs, as Abraham and my Father were. - And ſince he 
had promiſed Bleſſmgs ſeveral times, bur did nor ſpecifie what Bleffings, 
I chote my Bleſſmgs, to wit, All Spiritual Bleſſings in Chrift Fejin,; 
1 Epheſ. 3. without which I eſteemed nothing to bea Blefling, Non 
Entitie, being a itate far better than all other Bleſſings withour 
them. 
And whereas I was for ſeyeral Years troublgd about Legal 
* As 11 Preparations, and Qualificetioxs / of m—_ *,( Which I do nor 
Marth. 28. wonder, tho' Mr. Granthant, and his , are never treubled a- 
61 112-1. bout being Afjve, not Paſſive, in their own Begettinz +} I found 


= p _ in this Covenant, and theſe Promiies a great help. Here God 


offered, yea, Cavenanted to be ay. God, d I rake hi 
7 Rayne: my Ie A ru my. ſelf ro hyp 5 hs ound ic Ft 
Converſj- ling to dp. } : 2 fo 
ondiffer. «And whettas-4pon this Covenaut-Intereft ,Smy did dedi- 
care me to God in my Baptiſm, when I came to underſtand my 
Baptiſmal-Covenant , what wag, contained in it, I bleſſed that God 
who was" tforthand with me: -T-owned my- Dedidarron; anSfor 
many Yearstollwed God, that he would' pleaſe to- falfil his pag of 
the Govenan®! avidin the ftreagth thereof I-woulkd endeaybur rg ful- 
fil mit. And in theſe Covenants have I found Relief under many, 
yea many many Temprarions. * - . | 
This is the Sum of what I wrote. Plea from page 63; + ro- 
age 72. Ns A A EIN 
gh. o this 'Mr. Grantham anſwers, It wild 'ydke ks well Mey ſich.) to 


4 mP- ſer tobit work he wakes of it; fer after alt ini ſhifting from Poſt'es 


Pillar,” he only gets *Stomaeh ro vejeft® the Councel of God - again# 
himſelf, 7 Luke 3o.' Tf rhis be nor cofſing, ler the Reader judge; 
and 'that not only a ſceffing at my Experienes, but ar that Duy 
which is incumbent npen- al Baptized Children under Abraham, 
_ their Bapriſmgl Covenant. But in this he. juſtifies © him— 


ro the Decrees of the Apoſtles and Elders, 15 A#s: Tf 
Auſtin, Tho' the Ceremonzal- Law be dead, yet 1t # fi it ſhould 
4 comely Burial- And+having been buried ſo many hundred Y 
that I may profeſs my Faith m theſe Truths, we: The the Blood who 
makes the * Atonement for tt Son!,-1s ſhed, "#5; js, 16,>xE. -with+ 
x Col. 20. wr = "CE Phd. 2603 9721 
Secondly, Th ; Grit bath Brokew down the Pariition Wal, '[ in 
which Wall Blood was ore Stone } berween Few and Gentile, 2 Ephel! 


14. | 
Thirdly 


The next thing. youcharge me with, Is eating of Bivor; | convey 
with B.” 
have 


and I 
ace he 
Tings, 
Fefus, 
, Non 
ithour 


4* VFag+s+ 4+ 


us, Tranſyb 


the Count of Trene. © $.: 4. -that is, Secundung Axwcan * 1 If a * as Phy. 
good Cook hath the, prepaxing of them, elſe I care not for them. firians in 
Bur I thank you for the ſport you have made us, by interpreting rheir Bills, 


S. A. 


For the reſt of your Preface, I rold you if there were any falle Þ* 


Stories blame not me, they came from your own Patty, boaſting 
of you very much : As fince you wrote agaiuit me, a Friend of 
mine being at Londen, and diſcourling with one of your Tribe, 
abaut diſpuring, #4, ſaid he, will ſer 4a Taylor to Diſpute with him. 
Thar 1 -fee this Tytor is -4 great Man in the Anabaptiſts Opinion, 
and in' his own too, elſe he would not have carried himlelf fo 
proudly in the Arminian Controverſie , when I gave him no oc- 
caſion ro meddle with it. Ir being a Gontroverſie, in which Pious, 
and very Learned Men, other manner of Men than He and I am, 
have laboured very much, that this Man ſhould jump off his Taylors- 
ſhop-board, and after ſome Study, rake the Doors Chair, as if he 
were the Man to determine thole Queſtions , when I ſee he is bur 
a Smarterer, and knows not the depth of that Controverſie. Upon 
this ground, with the former, finding him a Scoffer, and one asI un- 
derſtand, that denies Communion with all Churches [rho' nothing 
which is Human is impoſed] bur dipe Churches , I did not treat him 
with that Reſpect, as I have done other Men. 

To one of his Diſciples that ſows the ſame Darnel in theſe paves, 
which he doth elſewhere, I mentioned three Paſtors, and Churches ; 
Tafn fage for Holineſs and Abilities, there are none ſuch among the 
Anabaptiſts, no nor under the Sun ; yer he, forſooth, would have no 
Communion with them , they were not Dipr, I defire no acquain- 
tance with ſuch. 

For my own part, I have held Communion in the Holy Supper, 
and do daily in my Prayers remember one «yy ye » Whom I 
found found in other Points, and walking humbly ; fo thar cerrainly 
I am no Deſpiſer of them who Worſhip God according to his Will, as 
you charge me to be f, and ſo would prove me, not to do the 


his Will, which I deny : As for Baptizing by Dipping of thoſe who 
were never Baptized, I am not againlt ir, if Adminiſtred by one 


Qualified. 
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THE 


TO HIS 


Believing Parents withour any ſcraple. 
Naw you give me Two other Queſtions. 


ANSWER 
Vain Queſtion. 


$ for the Two Queſtions I propounded to the Anabaptiſts, 
you tell me, You have anſwered them, fy & eee, 
done with them. Bur others ſay, You have anſwered no- 
thing. And I fay, If they cannot be anſwered berrer than 
you have done, we will go on to Baprize the Infants of , 


I. Queſt. Whether God required Baptiſm, or ivy other Rite, to be ne 


ceſſary to the Salvation of Infants ? 


Anſw. What need this Queſtion, fince I told'you ® I do not think * plea, p. 


Baptiſm to be abſaturely 


, either for Infants, or Adulr Per- 20. 


ſons, avif without ir they could not be ſaved: I named the Scripcure 
to prove it : I gave the Opinion of our Proteſtants ; I add now, 


fome of the Papi 


made me CEIIN ſhould ſo often tell your 
one pay. 21, [w 
have Bid, If Ihac Ja 


even Lumbard f himſelf is of the ſame Judgmenr. SC 
The ſame was, and is my Opinion concerning Circumc:fion, which pig, ;. 
Reader , twice in 
rell me, Tou admire my great blindnefs] that I 
died before he had been eight days old, be had 


ot been ſaved: An abominable falſbeod, I never had fuch a thought. 


You lay, pag. 6. Ton have done me no wrong, in ſhewi 


my Opinzos : 


Yes, Mr. Grantham, as much- wrong as Falſhood can do' Truth. It 


your 


* on: Hedid work then, and doth work now, when and where be 


Fe 


your Choler have done boiling, the Fumes whereof troubled your 


tight, rub your Eyes, and pur on your Spectacles, and read the for- 
mer Paragraphs, upon which thole werds about Tfarc depend; and 
you will tind this Sence... I was ſpeaking of. the.. Grace. of Godin 
making that Covenant with Abraham, and his Seed, and Sealing ir. 
Suppole, 1 ſaid, it were true which you ſay, That all dying Infants are 
ſaved, yer certainly there is a Blefling in this Covenant, that God 
makes and Seals with 1/aac, faid I, for God does not make Covenants 
in vain. But how does this , what you charge me with? I 
doubr not bur as God ſaved Infants befbre Circumcifion was Inftirured, 
ſo he did afrer wirthour it. | 
But tho' there be no ſuch abſolute neceſſity , as I ſaid before, yer 
when God Inſtitutes any Ordinance there is a neceſſity lies upon us, ro 
obſerve his Inſtirurion reverently, and I do believe God doth convey 
Grace by theth. For, as I faid aoncering Circunicifon, it had Sys- 
ritual Exds 3 God firictly chargeth this Ordinan adminutred 
ro Infaps of cighr days old, which could not C-wppd& with him in 
the Adminiſtration of it ; then he himſclf muſt do it, elſe the Spiri- 
rual Ends could not be attained, there is only a ſign, bur aor the 
thing Kgnified in any one Infant; ſo the. Ordinance i bur in yain, 
which £ not conſiſt with the Wiſdom, Grace, and Halinels of God. 
1. As it was in Circumciſion , ſo in Beptiſm , which d. a the 
room of it, Though Circumciſion and. Baptiſm are nothing withgur 
the Spirit, yer with the Spirit, Baptiſm is nor inferignr to Circum 


pleaſerh with it. 


II. Queſt. Whether the greate® part of dying Infants ſhall be Danmed 


Anſiv. A very Vain Queſtian : Take your Anſwer from Belarmin, 
in my Title-Page. Burt further, in your Firſt Book, p. 7. you charge 
ſome Independenes, and Prexbyterians with this cruel Doctrine, bur you 
name none. In this you charge only Presbyteraaxs 3 and any Man 
who reads your Title-Page, will coachde thaz I am'a Prerbytergon, 
and that I own that Cruel rine. I anfwer : La 

T hold Communion both with # dents and. Presbytersans, bur 
thar I am a Presbyeerien, is more then I\knew before, or know now. 

As tothe Opinion you charge me with, Mr. Graztham, if you be « 
Man of Truth, and would not juſtly be charged with a Lye, name 
the Page in my Book, where I have written any ſuch thing : Sure I 
am, I never ſpake it, I never wrote it, T never thought it, 

Ir was never the Queſtion... Thoſe which I treated of, were ; 
Queſt. I, Whether God-Regenerates any Infants ? | 

| 2, Whether 
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2. Whether God Circumciſe the Hearts of any Infants ? [Which 


your Diſciple ſaid true, come both to one.] Both which were de- 
nied by two of your Sect, and the latter denied by your ſelf *. 


I proved, if Infants be Saved, they muſt be Regenerated, 3 Foh. 3. Mr. Petto. 
They muſt be San#ified. Heaven is an Inheritance only for Saue- P: 5 


fied Perſons, 20 AR. 3». and 26 chap. 18. They muit be made 
meet for it, 1 Col. 12. I] am ſure they are not meer for it by Na- 


rure. 

But whether God Regenerares all Infants, or the greater, ar the 
lefler parr of Infants, .1 wrote not one word : How ſhould I know 
what God hath nor revealed, 29 Deuz. 29. How could you then charge - 
ſuch a Doctrine upon me, in your Title-page ? 

In the Cunclufion of your Book you tell your Reader, Mr. Firmin 
ſeems dit} at the mulrirude which ſhall be faved ; if my Opinion 
be rrae, wy Infants are ſaved, &C. 

I ſhall anſwer you very briefly. That you might ſhew your ſelf 
to be a Learned Man in the Arminian Conmoverfie , [ which I 


gave you no occafion to meddle with ] you ell me, Th# ſtrange Do- Preſump. 
Arine of damming the greateft part of th@Warld, and that before the Þ *: 


World was—— makes God the Author of all fin, &c. To the firſt part 
I only anſwered by Chriſt's words, 7 Mazth. 14. As for Huberus, 
and Celis Secundus Curio, they were of your fide; - But-mark your 
own words Mr. Grantham, the damning of the greateſt part of the 
World ; not the greateſt part of Infants : I hope the World and In- 
fants, are nor the ſame ; then as yer you cannot faſten this Crue! Do- 
Arine upon me. 

As for the words of _ 2 nk ug. Few find it, you anſwer 
me, quoting 2 Per. 3. 9. the far greater part will deſpiſe the 
Riches of God's ſi, &c. Bur I fay, if they do fo finalh, = are 
damned ; and this is ſtrange Defrine with you. 

As for Infants, ſay you, they are in no er by thi Text, they 
may be [ you ſhould F7 are, not may be ] all ſaved, and fo the 
number of the ſaved be much greater by them. For none of them 
walk in the broad way, therefore they muit needs go the way which lead 
to Life. 

Bur I pray, is the titmber of them that are ſaved ſo much greater 
by them, that the words of Chriſt» Few find it, are not true 2 Elſe 
you do not rake of my Anſwer : You Confure nor me, bur our Lord, 
the words are hs not mine. 

As for your proof, David faith, 58 Pſal. 3. The wicked are eſtranged 
from the Womb, they go aſtray as ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking lies. 
Apoſtle tells us, 1 Fon 5. 19. The whole World | 5. e. all that are not 
born of God ] /ieth im —_— Infants are a part of the World, 
tho' not the whole World, _ Nature in them, do _ 

an 
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and incline them to walk in the Broad Way, not in the Narrow Way. 
Berimes, we ſee their lirtle Feer, [ s. e. their Wards and Actions ] 
ſtepping in the Broad Way. So thar our Lord's Words may be true, 
rho' the greater part of Infants be ſaved. 

As for the Hell;ſb Torments you of ſo much, Bellarmin * tells 
the Pelagians, [who are your Friends] and Catharinus, allow Infants 
Erernal Life, and Narural Blefſedneſs, without any pain ; other Opi- 
nions you may read in him, if you pleaſe : Bur where the Scriprure is 
filent, why ſhould we ſpeak ? 

Having named Pelagiw, and charging you in my Anſwer to your 
Book with Pelagianiſm, I will here conhder your Qutcry againſt me : 


- 23. where you tell me, what you have written in your Book, which 


you call Chriſtianiſmus Primitivus, 

I never ſaw any of your Book, nor did I ever hear of your Name, 
ill I ſaw your Book againſt my ſelf ; there I found you did own 
Peccatum Originans, but not Origznarum. So I told you. 

Bur for all your great Words in that Page, I till fay, Mr. Gran- 
tham is a Man very corrypt in the Doctrine of Original Sin, gr he 
mult grofly contradict himſelf, Far, | 

Fir, Twice in one Page. you tell us, Infants are not guilt of 
any Sin of their own. Then they have no Sin of their own : Ir is in- 
potlible ro part Sin ayd Guile, tho' God, pardon the Puniſhmenr. 

If Infants have no Sin of their own, then the Adminiſtration of 
Circumciſion to Infants of eight days old, almoſt rwo thouſand years, 
was a vain Adminiſtration. | 

In a Sacrament, there is the Sign, and thething ſignified. What was 
Ggnified in Circumciſion, 10 Dext. 16. 30 Deut. 6. 4 Fer. 4 2 Ie 
26. tells us [the Uncircumeiſion of our Fleſb-is j with our Eftaxe, 
dead in Sin, 2 Ear 13:] Bur if Infants have no Sin of their awn, then 
the thing /iensfied was not there ; ſo that it was no Sacrament, bur 
the Ada Pitagicn of & Lye, according to. your Doctrine. . | 

Secondly, You tell us, They need.not any Laws to be written in their 
Hearts during Infancy. IT” a os ths 

Anſw. Tnfants are born eirher with that Image in which God Crea- 
ed Man, or not, If rhey be bora with it, thea. they never tell from 
Ged, and fo have no need of Chriſt. ,If nor ſo born, then there is a 
Privation of that wy TR EAEATER anger ta be, and. a Poſirzen [as 
in a Diſeaſe] of that Unrighteouſneſi and Evil, which-ought not to be. 
written in the Hearr. Ns "Ht Ong 

"Thirdly, You tell us, . Infants are #nocentt., Axfr. Then they never 

from God. You could ſtitch» Iaxccrncy, and Pardon tagethcr in 
your formerBook. ; now you ſtirch Imocency. and Sin togerber,, You 
gucte Dr. Taylor to juſtifig you : Bur he docs not ſtitch Innocency and 


Par- 


. This Image is nat reſtored bur ip Regeverazgon, in which the Law is 
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Pardon However, I read Dr. T9/or's words ; but he was 


neither a Prophet nor Apoſtle ; a very godly Man, and as learned a pr, 4++Ly. 
Man as himſelf, who traced him in his Writings, gives this Character »y 8 urg-7. 


of him, He « nos meerly Pelagian, Papiſt, Arminian, or Socinian, 
but an Hotch-potch of all : Likg Second Julian, in triumphing Lan- 
£#4age, with much bolaneſi be bath decryed Original Sm, as if it weres ,. En; 


but a Non Ens. Thus he. We know fin in ane fence is not Ens *;,,,....:. 


and that this Learned Man knew well. Dr. Taybr's Authoriry, and ;,» Re, 
ours, are both alike ro me. | 

Fewrthly, 1 ſuſpect you from your Deſcription of hs Sin. Ing, 2x. 
borh your Books you tell us : Original Sin x thet came Upon al, even p, 28. 
Infants.This word Upon, I do not underſtand ; Paxi calls it Indwel- 
ling Sin, 7 Rem. 17. 20. I was conceived 5» fen, 51 Pſal.5. It may 
have ſome truth in reſpect of Adam's Sin, by which Death paſſed upon 
all , and Fudgmens came upon «l, 5 Row. 12. 18. Bur Original Sin 
1s not without us. , 

Fifthly, You tell me, Infanes beve no Serninal Unbehief, nor Impe- Pp. 25. 
nitency in them. 

Axſw. No wonder, fnce they have no Seeds of any Sin ; then I 
hope they can cafily believe, and embrace Chritt upon Goſpet-rerms, 
when they come to Und They canecatily Repent, if they 
ſhould chahee ro Sin. They are all born with Hearrs of Fleſh, God 
need not take away tht Heart of Stone from them. Bur for all your 
Commendarions of Infants, we donor find them fo ready to believe, 
and repent, when they grow up. 

Sixthly, Whereas we ſay, That which willbe a Thorx, will ſoon prick ; 
So we find how quickly this thorny, corrupe Nartnre in Infants, begin 
ro prick, and ſhew irſelf in actual Sin, © far as they are capable, in 
Revenge, Enuy, Pride, Rebellion again# Parents, which lately I obſerv'd 
ro my ſorrow. Theſe Acts you excuſe, and give to the example fp. 25. 
5 Tutors. Bur I pray, whence is it they are {0 apt to learn > Pela-* 
gue indeed would have Sin come in by inzeation, not propagation. 


ut Tully that Learned Heathen tells us : Samudl as Edits furs in Lit Tyſe, l. 3 


cem, &c. As foon as eyer we are born, we are preſently exerciſed in 
all manner of Evil. Ut pane in lafte Nutries Errorem ſuxifſe wi- 
deamur : As if we fucked down Errour with the Nurſes Milk. Com- 
pare this Heathen, with Mr. Grantham the Chriſtian. 

B. Auſtin's Obſervation of Exvy, in a fucking Child, you light : 
Bur that Godly Learped Farther could judge of Envy, as well as Mr. 
Grantham, 

As for the Scriptures you produce to clear Infams from fin, 1 Per. p. 2;, 
2.1,2, Like new born Babes, |. e. to lay afide all malice, guile, 
Ge, 
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Anſiv. You do miſtake the Text ; it is, As new Borns deſire the 
ſincere Milk, &c. it is the Ms/k, and the Babe; it is not as new bors 
Babes, lay aſide Malice, &c. If Infants have no malice, guile, &c. in 
ſemine, how ſhould they lay aſide what they have nor You will 
make Infants guilty by your Interpretation. 

For the 1 Cor. 14.20. in wickedneſſ x9 be ye Children : What do the 
Apofile mean, he would have them as Children, in your ſence, with- 
our the Seeds of Corruption, Unbelief, Impenitency, and ſo croſs him- 
felf in the 75 Rem. and 2 Epheſ. 3. and croſs the Apoſtle Fohn, 1 Foh. 
1. 8. crols to David, 51 Pſal. 5. and to our , 3 Foh. 6. nor is 
our Lord croſs to himſelf, in that 13 Mar. 3. I reſolved for brevity, 
clie I would have ſpoken to theſe Texts more. 

Bur what before I ſpake of rhe Thorn, I may apply it to this: Tho' 
the Thorn will prick, and ſhew irlelf ar firſt, yer i is not ſo bad then, 
and apt to hurt, as it will do rwo years after, when it runs into a 
Man's fleſh. So the fins of theſe little ones, tho? croſs to the holineſs 
of the Law, yet they have not that degree of evil and guilt, with the 
fame acts in adult Perſons. 

I faid Mr. Grantham is very unſound, or he muſt contradict him- 
ſelf: How to reconcile his former ſayings, with what he writes 
Page 13. I know not. If this be your ſence, Children polluged by Ori- 
_ Sin, ſo under Condemnation, before they can come to Heaven, mu#t 

e cleanſed from theſe pollutions. I agree [then you are on my fide, a- 
gainſt your own Sect, whom yer you juſtifie.] 

But the queſtion #, Whether they cannot be cleanſed from Sin, with- 
out they have Faith and Repentance ? 

You miſtake Mr. Grantham, the queſtion was, Whether God Re- 
generates any Infants > which your Sect denied. 

It was your Diſciple that rold me, That Faith and Repentance are 
the _ parts of Regeneration. From his telling me thus, I ar- 
gued. . 

They that are Regenerared, have Faith and Repentance frhey that 
have the whole, have the parts] this is his Doctrine. 

Bur all Infants ſaved, are Regenerarted, fay I, from Chriſt's words, 
3 Joh. 3, $5. 

Therefore, all Children ſaved have Faith and Repentance [5. e. 
ſeminally]. 

To this you anſwer for him : He that granted thy, extends it only 
ro the Adult, of whom theſe are required. So that thi = but a meer 
Caprion, unbecoming 4 grave Diſputant. 

It ſeems he wanted your Wit to expreſs himſelf plainly. Bur as 
for you who thus help him, according to your Doctrine then, - there 
are two Regenerations ; one for Infants, another for Men when their 
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Beard wn, I do you define theſe two Regeneration, 
and wa hw they if 5 then bring forth the plain Scriptures 
upon which you ground theſe, and prove your two Definitions. I 
never read but ot one Regeneration in the Holy Canon ; for your 
two Regenerations, I ſuppoſe you mult ferch your proof from 23 
evel. 19. . 
mult be Regenerated, the Text is clear 
— Fa word "on indefinitive word, limi- 
- $6 no age, Infant or Adult. Infants are born once, bur who- 
ever are generared, and born after the ordinary courſe of Man, 
if faved, mult be born twice, or again. [ Nicodemus aeuge, in 
the fourth verſe tells us how Chrilt's -»» in the third verſe is ro 
be tranſlated] ſo muſt Infants, elſe no Heaven. Secondly, Thar 
which is born of the fleſh, # fleſh, 3 Foh. 6. So are all Infants , 
then they mutt be born of Water, and the Spirit, ver. 5. = 
no Heaven for Infants. Beſides the other Scriptures I mentione 
Ne ould define Regeneration thus : Ir is a work of the { 4 ) (a) 3 Joh. 
Spirit of God in fallen Man, dead in fin ( ), whereby infu- Fo Eph. 
Go a principle of Spiritual Life c ), cauſing an habitual Confor- . 
mity of all rhe Faculties of the Soul, to the Image and Wil of (:) 2 Eph 
God (4), all the Faculties are inclined [ au primo] to live the \. 
Life of God (e) ; by the fame Spirit aCting (F) this firſt Grace, (a) 4 Eph. 
they do [aftu ſecunds] bring forth the fruits of Spiritual Life ; and 2 y, £ 
by the (g) Indwelling and continued acting of that good Spirit,they ( p 4 Ep 
continue fo to do, till Man comes to Glory. ({)Phil.1 '. 
Mr. Grif. told me, he did nor ſay God cou!d nor Regenerare '{-apt4 
Tnfants but God doth not Regenerate. Bur I fay, if God can hy Joh. . 
do it, then according to his revealed Will, he mu#t do it, if In- (q)2 Tim. 
fants be faved. And as for the firſt part of the Definirion, God \* 14. & 
can do, and doth work it in all Infants, in which [ ro uſe the Me Rom. 11, 
phor] are ſown the Seeds of Faith and Repenrance. as well aS x Pet. 15. 
of any other Graces. For what difficulty rhere ſhould be in fow- 1 Cor. 1.8. 
ing x4 Seeds of Faith and Repentance, more then all other Graces, 
' 'Y ou _ pag. 25. Infants have no ObjeF of Faith propound:d 
to them, therefore they cannot have Faith ſemunaly. BhEe « 
Anſw. Nor is there an Object of Love _—m__ ro _ 
God is the Object of our Faith and Love, (o 1s Chrilt, 14 Fob. 1. 
But God is not propounded an Object of Faith. and Love to In- 
fants, therefore Infants are ſaved without any Seminal Faith in, 
or Love to God, as much as to lay withour any Grace ar 
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I hall add bur this : . If there be no Seeds of Repentance and 
Faith in Chtift, in the Regeneration of Infants, then the Righte- 
oulſneſs, the Sacrifice, Blood of Chriſt, with all the benefits of the 
Covenant of Grace, are umputed and applyed ro perſons, where 
are only rhe Seeds of rhe Graces of the Covenant of Works, which 
no Man ſhall make me believe. > 

bar the Lord doth Regenerate Infants ſaved, I donbr nor ; 
bur how he doth it, neither Man nor Angel can tell. But you 
tell your Reader, p. 24. I vainly pretend to knaw it. 

I had been a vain Man indeed, had I pretended ro it. Bur 
Mr. Grantham, if you be a Man of Truth, name the page [ as I 
I do always when I charge you ] in my Book, where your Rea- 
der may find what you tell him of me. I can name the page 74, 
where I have ſpoken the contrary, as exprelly as a Man can 
ſpeak.” You tell your noagnd þ 31. of ſome old Profeſſors, that 
have been Teachers of others, and yet have not learned Cwoility or 
Honeſty, in treating thoſe who differ from them in Opinion. Who is 
more guilty of this then Mr. Grantham, how many Falſhoods 
have you charged me with in this Pamphler. I refolve ro med- 
dle no more with og for your ſake ; not becauſe I find a- 
RI Gn aw 3 2 or your ing ſuch. things upon me 
which I never ſpake, or have exprelly the contraty. 

Becauſe I uſed this Argument for the neceflity of Childrens Re- 

eneration. All the Members of the Kingdom of Heaven are 
| ay Bur Infants are Members of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
Ergo, they are holy. Bur they are not holy by Birth, it is by 
Regeneration, You tell me, p. 13. Here I think you have given 
your Cauſe its Deaths-blow. was # become of the Buarth-Priviledge 
fo much gloried in by Mr. Baxter, and other: ? | 

Anſiw. Do you think ſo Mr. Grantham 2 I do not think I have 
given it the leaft wound. Did Mr. Baxter, or others of our Di- 
vines, ever ſay, Children are inberently holy by Birth > You ſee I 
diſtinguiſh berween Birth-holineſs, and Regeneration. Did the 
Apoſtle when he tells the believing Corinthians, 1 Cor, 7. 14. 
That their Children were Saints, mean they were inherently holy 
by Birth > No fure, he mcant no more .then as the Children 
under Abraham's Covenant were called boly, 7 Deut. 6, and 14 
Dent. 2. 9 Ezra 2. That Holineſs gave them a Title ro Chuch- 
Memberſhip, and the Seal of the Covenant thex,, fp it do 
now. 

Only a word to the Reaſon why you and your Diſciple deny 
Children, can have any Seminal Faith, or Repeneration, becauſe 
theſe come by the Ford preached, io Rem, 17. 1 Pet. 1. 23. But 
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and Infants can neither underſtand it, nor read it. Thus you have ryed 
are- up the Holy One to one inſtrument. Bur I pray, are all thar 
the | are born Deaf damned > They can neither hear, read, nor un- 
1Ere | deritand the word : Verily, if God can Regenerare thoſe who 
uch are born Deaf, he can Infants without hearing or reading the 
Word. So he did before in Circumcifion where he pleaſed, 
ot ; through the word of his Covenant, I will be their God; and to 
you he doth now in Baptiſm, when and where he pleaſerh. San- 
Aiification, and Salvation being given to Baptiſm, as an Inſtru- 
3ut ment in the hand of the Spirir, 3 Tie. 5. 1 Pet. 3. 21. 5 Epbeſ. 
s I 26. bclides that controverred Text, 3 Fob. 5. . which the Ana- 
ea” bapriſts who pur ſo much in Dipping , may well underitand of 
74, Ba iſm. . 
an hat you might make your Reader know what a pitiful Di- 
hat ſpurant I am, you tell him two faults I am guilty of in my Le- 
or | gick, p. 10. My Argument was this : 
Is They who are Regenerated have Faith and Repentance. 
ds Bur all Infants faved are Regenerated ; Ergo, they have Faith 
d- and Repentaece. 
a- My furft faulr is this, Jaur Major ſhould have been univerſal lay you. 
ne And is it not wzwverſal 2 Ir is nor _ſpecaal, for it is neither par- 
ticular, nor proper, then ut, mult be' aipverſal. Ir ig fxioms 
ie- x48as rem. Mr, Grantham then it nul be univerlal; For acre 
re predicatum feciprocatur cum ſubjeFo, ita ut ex predicate fiers poſt C 
F:- ſubjeftum: As in this propofition, Homo eft animal rationale 5 ; 
Yy Animal rationale eft Homo, $0 here, they thar have the whole 
n have Pets and they who have the parts have the @hole, 
< A Grion may be univer/al-in the farm of it, tho! it be, nor 
true, bur this is both univerſal and true, till you can prove your e#9 
7e ' Regenerarions, : ; | 
i- 2. The ſecond fault is Ignaratio Elenchs. | 
I Say you fo Mr. Graztham ;- What was the Queſtion I pray ? 
e Was it not, whether Infants ſaved, had Fatth and. Repertayce « Dig 
(- I net ſtick to the queſtion, ang conclude 4s gfirevacopely, row your 
b own Diſciple's Doctrine and Concatlians,, aha they <arvizhe yo 
n parts of Regeneration ; bat thar they were Regoner es, |, proved. 
4 Da you Mr. Grantham undertand whas: Igner at46 R/ernchi is ? 
- You tell your Reader, p. 12. ſpeaking,of me, It « {4 manner to 
Q | confound by Deſcaurſes with Diver/iries: , I challenge yau My, Gran 
tham, or any of your Sect, 10 ſtew que where; cel have ſtared p 
Y Queſtion, that ia my Dilcoarle | depart, fears ©, ke AGGIE TOE 
e diverle fronxir.” I did nor & ja this-place: - For zhe {pct ion was, 
r Whether Seeds do nor go before Fruits, Pr: ucples before Actions ? 
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So God ſaw the Seeds of Grace, infuſe Divine Principles into In- 
fants that ate fAved, tho' they die before they come to a&t. I men- 

t Joh 3.9. tioned Peter, bur 1 did not argue thus : Petey had a Seed, therefore 
he could nor fall roralyand finally: that had been another Queition 
indeed ; bur I taid, tho' Perer did fall, yer there was a Seed in him ; 
I aimed only at the word Seed, of which I was diſcourſing, as a 
word being uſed in Scripture. 

Page 15- To my tourth Argument I uſed, +4z. If all dying Infants are ju- 
ſtified and ſaved without Regeneration ; then there are millions in 
Heaven, in whom the Spirit of God, as the Third Perſon in the 
Blefſed Trinity, had nothing to do in their Salvation. 

You give rwo Anſwers, the firlt very abſurd ; only I refolyed 
ro be ſhorr, elſe I would have ſhewn ir. 

Your ſecond is this : 

All theſe dying Iyf ants for whom Chrift ſhed hy precious Blood, have 
ſufficient aſſiſtance from the Spirit, in the buſineſt of their Salvation. 

But he ſhed for all. 

\ The Major you prove thus : They do net refift the Holy GhoF. 

I anfwer : The work of the Spirir in the buſineſs of their Salvati- 
en, is their Regeneration, their Sanfification : then we are agreed, 
you yield me the Queſtion againſt your own Parry ; and this ſhall 
not diſpleaſe me, if they be all ſaved, as you falſly tell your Rea- 
der. © YetI am not farisfied in your Diſcourſe. T=M 

Infants have ſufficient gfſiſtance, becauſe they do not reſift, ſay you. 
This is ſomething odd merhinks. 

Fir, Whar then are Infants a#ive, tho' weak, and fo the Spi- 
ri afſift them ; for {o I conceive aſſiſtance doth properly reſpect one 


_ thar ads, bur is too weak to his act. Are we faid proper- 
fy to afliſt them who do nothing ar all > we affiſt weak men, not 
dead mien. , 


Secondly, Do the Spirit work morally, by way of Suaſion with In- 
fants, and they nor refiſt him, as they 7 As 51. 

Thirdly, The corrupt Nawre in rs incline them to reſiſt him, 
and not to comply with him. 

Foxrthly, Are you fare that Chriſt ſhed his Blood for every Þnds- 
vidual dying Infant intentionally ? 2. And was ir nor for all Infants 
as well as dying Infants? 3. And did he ſhed ir for them only while 
they were and not when they grew upto be adulr ? 4. And 
doth he then give tothem all ſufficient Grace ? 5. And is thar ſuffici- 
ent Grace ftatu lapſo, that doth not arrain its end ? If the ftony 
Heart that is ro be raken away, be for ſtoninels ſix Degrees, the 
Grace which rakes it away muſt be ſeven ees, elſe 'rrs nor ſuf- 
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# the far greateſt part in his Intentions > Certainly the Father and 


the Son had the ſame Intentions, when the Covenant of Redem- 


{ ption paſſed berween them. 


Bur p. 16, you propound a profound Queltion, viz. 

Whether the Covenant of Grace was taken from the whole Werld, 
and appropriated only to Abraham and his Seed, froxz the time of 
making the Covenant of Circumciſion, 17 Gen. 7. . 

I prithee Thomas, how came this Queſtion into thy Crown ? My 
ſhallow Brains could not have invented it. Wall you faſten this 
upon me too, wh:n my words are expreſly the contrary, p. 20. By 
the Covenant made with Abraham and hn Seed, and the Seal of it, God 
did ſeparate and divide Abraham's Seed from the World, living under 
that. Covenant you ſpeak, of. How was this Covenant taken from 
the World, Mr. Grantham, when I tell you exprefly the World 1:- 
mo under it, tho* that Covenant was made with Abraham and his 

d ? 

Take my Mind thus : There was one ſhort and Enigmarical 
Diſcovery of Chriſt, and Goſpel-Grace, 3 Gen. 15. In the Seed of 
the Woman, After this, tho' there were thoulands in the World, yer 
God fingles our Abraham, and makes another Diſcovery ro him, In 
thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed, 12 Gen. 3. Whence 
the Apoſtle, 2 Heb. 16. He that took on him the Seed of Abraham ; 
not of Noah, nor any Man elſe. After God had-given this Promiſe 
which concerned the whole World, the benefit whereof divers that 
were not of the Church of the Fews did partake of, I doubr not ; 
God was pleaſed to make a Covenant with Abraham to be the God 
of him and his Seed, and commanded this Covenant to be ſealed, 
and thus did diſtinguiſh his Seed from the World, living under rhe 
Promiſe made firlt ro Abraham. T his Abraham, not Noah, God 
honours with the Title of the Father of Believers. Gentile Belic- 


vers are called Abraham's Children, not Noah's. They are grafted 3 Gal. 2g, 
As then Abraham's Seed,” born 11 Rom. 


under thar Covenant, were Members of the Church with their Pa- 17- 


into Abraham's Stock, not Noah's. 


rents, had the initiating Ordinance applied to them : So the Gen- 
tile Believers [whoſe Father Abraham 1s] Seed being under the Co- 
venant of their Father Abraham.are Mcmbers of the Gofpel-Church 
with their Parents, have a right to the initiating Ordinance, Ba- 
priſm : unlels it can be proved that God hath nulled Abraham's Co- 
venant expreſly * : 
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which all the Anabaptiſts in Eng/and can never , "PA 
do. And this is no obſcure Conſequence, as you-call ir, ro prove In- ceripencre 
fant-Bapriſm, bur it is far more clear, plain, intelligible, then that yy cran 

Conſequence by which our Lord proved the great Article of our p. 8, 9, 


[ 16 ) 


As for Neah, about whom you ſpend ſo many lines, we-honour 
him as much'as you : Bur do you ſhew where God made fuch a 
Covenant with him and his Seed, as he did with Abraham and his 
Seed, and ſealed ir. So that Noah's Seed might humbly and be- 
lievingly lay hold upon God for their God, by way of Covenant ; 
elſe all you* words abour Neah , are but your rambling from the 
Quettion, a meer Jgnoratio Elenchi, as I told you betore. | 

Then you ſcribble ſomething about Free-w:l, and tell me of 
Mr. Baxter's Judgment : I am of his Opinion, I will not enter in+ 
to thar Controverlie ; only rwo things I lay. | 

Firit, Liberty as it is oppoſed to natural neceſſity, and ciraftion is 
eſſential ro the ///, In the work of the Father drawing the Soul 
ro Chriſt, the #41 in clofing with, and embracing of Chriſt is as 
free in reſpe&t of Co-aftion, as it was in finning againſt Chritt, 
What would you have more Mr. Grantham ? 

Secondly, Liberty and ſome neceſſity may ſtand together, viz. 
Libertas Conſequenti.e, elle the Will muft be more than bruirith, 

Bur if you have a mind to ſhew what a gallant Fellow you are 
in this Controvertie, I defire you to read and anfwer rwo Men 
who lived in Communion with the Church of Rome, Bradwardin, 
and Fanſenius, his Auguſtinus ; I name no Proteltants. Bur Fanſe- 
»1ius I commend ro you upon this account : Becaule as I was inform- 
ed by a ſober Dutch Miniſter , whole Uncle was at Fanſenius's 
Commencement ; as you were bound firit ro a Taylor, fo he was 
bound firſt ro a Carpenter : bur he was ſo exceedingly Bookiſh 
while bur a Youth, that his Maſter wiſhed his Parents to take him 
away, get ſome help of Friends, and pur him to School ; there in- 
deed he differs from you, as your Admirer tclls us here, that you 
ſerved our your Apprentiſhip. Bur there is a ſecond difference : 
This excellent Carpenter choſe ſuch Timber, and builr fo ftrong, 
that all the Jeſuits [your Friends in this Controverſie]- could never 
ſhake his Building. Bur you that were a Taylor, do but as Adam 
did, ſew Fig-leaves together, to make an Apron, which will not co- 
ver your nakednefs. | 
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